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Paws-atively Purr-fect Fund-Raiser for Paws for Troops 
Group Aims to Connect Returning Troops with Animals to Benefit Both 

 
A group of local women hoping to raise enough money to incorporate their informal charity into an 

official 501(c)3 non-profit organization is holding a fund-raiser that covers all the bases: It’s part craft faire, 

bake sale and yard sale – something for everyone, says Paws for Troops Founder Dee Baldus. 

Sherman Oaks resident Baldus came up with the idea for Paws for Troops two years ago. 

“I have been involved in animal rescue for many years and my parents instilled volunteerism in 

me when I was very young,” Baldus said. “I kept hearing about our troops and veterans and their 

great suffering after serving our country so valiantly.” 

Baldus said there are already non-profit groups taking therapy animals into VA and other 

hospitals, but she wondered about the servicemen and women who are not hospitalized. “I know 

how healing animals can be and one night an idea came together: Get veterans volunteering and 

working in shelters, rescues and other animal facilities. It gives them the opportunity to get the 

healing effects of animals without having to adopt.” It also will help the shelters and non-profit 

animal facilities that are always short on money and staff. 

Having recently obtained a job after being laid off in 2009, Baldus couldn’t pay to incorporate 

the group and file as an official 501(c)3 with the IRS. She did what she could by purchasing Internet 

domains and hosting, and designing the website, www.pawsfortroops.com, herself. 
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In the last few months, the ball has really started rolling for Baldus and Paws for Troops. She has 

put together a group of women who will serve as the organization’s Board of Directors once 

incorporated as a non-profit. They’ve enlisted help from graphic artists, fine artists, writers, crafters 

and those with just too much stuff to donate to their sale. And, they’ve received some generous 

donations of money and goods from others who believe in their idea. 

A union of nearly 8,000 Southern California registered nurses, SEIU Local 121RN, this week 

donated $1,000 to Paws for Troops. After hearing that Paws for Troops needed money to have 

signage made for their June 25 sale – which is being held to raise the money needed to incorporate 

as a non-profit – Local 121RN President Gayle Batiste wanted to do more than just pay for banners 

and signs. 

“Our troops need all the support we can give them, for their physical and mental health,” 

Batiste said. “I really like that this group will connect our veterans with animals for the benefit of both. 

That’s why I suggested that we give them $1,000 to really give them a boost in reaching their goal of 

becoming a non-profit.” 

A local production company has donated pop-up tents, tables, chairs and other items that 

will come in handy during the June 25 fundraiser. Manicures, pet grooming, spa treatments, framed 

artwork, glass fusion pendants, a hair cut, a brow wax and more have been donated by Sonja Sadi, 

Jasmine Beauty Studio, Eupheria Pet Salon, Hotroxrus, Ricque Patire, aRomatherapy Mobile Pet 

Grooming, Hair & Brows by Gigi, and others.  

Vendors that will participate at the event include Mussel Dog, Go Ploopy Go Collars, 

aRomatherapy Mobile Pet Grooming, ITSDDB Designs, Fusions by Jose, Author Sherri Rabinowitz, Marty 

Wolff Creative Photography, Pet Flys, Inc., L.A. Pet Tech, Jasmine Beauty Studio and Koolcreationsnmore 

by Carrie Madrid. For those looking for a four-legged addition to their family, Best Friends Animal 

Sanctuary - Los Angeles is bringing dogs and cats available for adoption. 

“I am so happy that this organization is really taking off,” Baldus said of her brainchild, Paws 

for Troops. “I am grateful for every donation and every bit of assistance we have been given – big or 

small. I can’t wait to see the smiles of accomplishment on the faces of our veterans and the benefits 

that will come to the animals that will be cared for.” 
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